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The Queen had copies made at once of all these various documents, including her will, and signed them all, so that if the originals fell into the hands of her keepers the others might still reach their destination. Bourgoin suggested that it was inadvisable to be in such haste to finish and seal them, as it was very possible that in the course of two or three hours she might think of something that she would like to add. But Mary did not' adopt the suggestion, for she said that she was sure that she had forgotten nothing, and even if she had, she had no time left for anything but prayer and searching her conscience. She placed all her belongings in the drawers of a wardrobe, and handed the key to Bourgoin. A foot-bath was then brought her, and she remained in it for about ten minutes, and then went to bed, but not apparently to sleep, for her attendants observed that she was constantly repeating prayers, with brief intervals of rapt meditation.
She had long been in the habit of having one of her women read to her the story of some saint, after her evening devotions, and she chose not to depart from that practice on this occasion. After hesitating which of several to choose at such a crisis, sha chose the greatest sinner of all, the thief who was crucified with Christ.
" For all he was so great a sinner/' she said humbly, " his sins were less heinous than mine, and so I will pray to him to remember the passion of Jesus Christ, and have pity upon me, even as our Blessed Lord had pity upon him."
When the reading was at an end she asked to have all her handkerchiefs brought to her, and selected the most beautiful one among them, which was of the finest cam* brie, embroidered with gold, for a bandage for her eyes.